
Oakland Elementary School

Third Grade Handbook

Resources for Third Graders
2021 – 2022

_______________________
Name

0



Third Grade Survival Guide

        The intent of this handout is to provide an overview of the third grade curriculum. Please feel
free to contact us throughout the year if you have any questions or concerns. With school and
home working together, we know that your child can have a very successful year.
 

English Language Arts (ELA)
         Our literacy program is driven by the Common Core State Standards.
The reading series, published by American Reading Company (ARC),
includes reading, writing, and word work. We begin the year reading
some popular 3rd grade titles. Quarter 2, we research weather. Quarter 3,
we compare different versions of fairy tales. Our final quarter, we explore
marine life. We take an integrated approach to language arts and also tie
it into science and social studies. Our goal is language development, both
spoken and written.

As the students progress in writing, basic sentence structure and
punctuation appropriate for their level is emphasized. The children will learn to
write formal paragraphs and will eventually write multiple-paragraph essays
(argumentative, informational, and narrative) using the writing process
(prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing).

Mathematics
We are using the Common Core aligned enVisionMATH series, which

focuses on conceptual understanding, computational skills, and problem
solving. Lessons include hands-on interactive learning and continual review
of concepts. Topics consist of numbers and operations, algebraic thinking,
fractions, geometry, measurement, and data.  Students will work on
mastery of all basic facts including multiplication and division facts (0-10).
Helpful tools for at-home assistance can be found on pages 12-14.

Science
         The Next Generation Science Standards guide science instruction. We will cover
life science (plants and animals), physical science (forces), earth science (weather),
and engineering. The content is rich and interactive. Students will participate in many
hands-on activities and experiments in class.
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Social Studies
        The Illinois Social Science standards will guide the social studies curriculum.
Lessons focus on the central theme “Communities Near and Far.” Topics include
civics, geography, history, and economics.

 

Art
       Creativity, self-expression, manipulation of new materials, and pride in
work are the most important concepts introduced. In Art, proper use of
materials, vocabulary, art appreciation, and development of new skills are
also stressed.
 

Music
        The music curriculum develops the use of patterns introduced in the lower
grades and provides experience with multiple sounds through the use of rounds.
The children learn to both read and write music on the staff. Attentive
participation and development of music reading and writing skills are the basis of
student evaluation.

 

Physical Education
       The physical education teacher strives to foster a continued enjoyment of
physical activity, focus on cooperation with group effort, and initiate an awareness
of physical fitness. Students must have gym appropriate shoes on P.E. days.

 

Library Media Center
        Third grade students will spend time engaged in lessons provided by the LMC
teacher, practicing skills in the computer lab, and checking out books. Third
graders can borrow two school library books at a time for up to one week. They
should be returned or renewed in a timely fashion.

School Nurse
         The school nurse provides services to students such as emergency care, health
education programs, vision and hearing testing, and communicable disease
prevention and control.
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Counselor
         The counselor works with students on an individual, group, or classroom
basis and serves the needs of all students. She works closely with teachers,
parents, school administrators, and other professionals to provide students with
the best possible resources and services.

 
 

Student-led Conferences & Portfolio Sharing
        All third grade students will keep an individualized digital portfolio during the school year to
keep track of their personal academic growth. The portfolio will include samples of reading,
writing, and math activities.
       During the year, the students will compare their samples and be able to identify their strengths,
progress, and areas where they continue to need improvement.
       During the third nine-week grading period (early March), students will invite their parents to school to
share their portfolios. At this time, students will be in charge of their portfolios and running the
conference. Students will share their growth.
       At the end of the year, students will have a chance to celebrate their achievements and share final
portfolios with parents!

Behavior
Oakland students receive instruction in behavior expectations,

character education, conflict-resolution, and restorative practices. Our
school-wide behavior system referred to as HOOT, How Oakland
Operates Together, uses a progressive system to redirect inappropriate
behavior. Students are expected to comply with procedures and
processes in all settings. The Oakland School website offers more
information about HOOT at Oakland.
● Verbal Redirection—Student is verbally reminded of the expected

behavior.
● Visual Cue—Student is given a visual classroom cue (stop sign card).
● Vicinity Change—Student goes to a classroom “thinking spot” to complete a reflection form.
● Vacate—If the minor behavior persists or the student commits a major offense, the student is

sent to the office with a Referral Form.

Absences
       Please notify the office staff when your child will be absent. If you
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would like your child's work gathered and sent home at the end of the day with a sibling or left in
the office, please request it when you call to report the absence. Work will NOT be gathered in
advance of an absence, such as when families take a vacation. Your child will be provided with
that work when he/she returns. Your child has one day to make up work for each day he/she was
absent. If work is not made up in a timely fashion, it is considered late. It is your child's
responsibility to keep track of the work and complete it on time. Extra copies will not be provided
if they are lost. Additionally, updated lists of incomplete work will not be created for you and
your child.  Please demonstrate responsibility.

Changes in Transportation
        A regular, predictable schedule for going home is best for students. If
your after school plans MUST change, the classroom teacher must be
notified. Please send a note to school in the morning and/or call the office
secretaries. If the teacher is not made aware of the change, your child will
be sent home the normal way. Do not assume the teacher will see an
afternoon e-mail. This policy is in place to ensure the safety of your child.

Book Orders
        This year you will have the option of ordering books for your child from book clubs. You can place
your orders online using the class code or send your order and money to the classroom teacher. Please
make checks payable to Scholastic or send the exact amount of cash. It is very important that an adult fill
out the order form and handle the money.
        Book clubs offer a wide variety of inexpensive, quality literature. You may consider ordering books for
birthdays or holidays. Just send a note stating that the order is a gift and we will hold them for you until it
is convenient for you to pick them up.
 

Birthdays
Student birthdays are important to us, and we will recognize each child in the classroom on his/her

special day. However, in third grade we DO NOT share birthday treats or trinkets. Please DO NOT send
cupcakes, cookies, donuts, pencils, etc. that are typical birthday goodies. They will be sent home. Birthday
kids receive a few surprises from the teacher. We will sing “Happy Birthday” as well. Students with
summer birthdays will be recognized on their half birthdays.

Also, Mr. LaFrance offers boys and girls a new book on their birthdays (or half birthdays for
summer kiddos). Your child can stop by the office on his/her special day to select one from the
great collection.
        As stated in the District 87 purple handbook, birthday party invitations CANNOT be passed
out at school. Please use the U.S. mail system. (Also, teachers are unable to provide you with
addresses. You must find those yourself through the school directory.) School staff will not allow
students to pass out invitations to parties in our classrooms, during morning assembly, at recess,
in the bus line, etc. If invitations are passed out by students during school hours, they will be
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collected and sent home with the birthday child to be mailed. We want to avoid hurt feelings.
Thank you for understanding and abiding by this directive.

Toys and Games
        Toys and games are not allowed at school, unless they are pre-approved
by the teacher for academic reasons. Please talk to your child about leaving
these items (electronic devices, collectable cards, stuffed animals, action
figures, sports equipment, etc.) at home. If they cause a disruption, they will
be taken and held for a parent to pick them up. We hope that parents will
support us in limiting unnecessary distractions and promoting the best use of
instructional time. See the D87 Student Handbook for the cell phone policy.
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3rd Grade Social Studies Common Core Standards

Inquiry Skills
● Constructing Essential Questions SS.IS.1.3-5: Develop essential questions and explain the importance of the questions

to self and others.
● Constructing Supporting Questions SS.IS.2.3-5: Create supporting questions to help answer essential questions in an

inquiry.
● Determining Helpful Sources SS.IS.3.3-5: Determine sources representing multiple points of view that will assist in

answering essential questions.
● Gathering and Evaluating Sources SS.IS.4.3-5.: Gather relevant information and distinguish among fact and opinion to

determine credibility of multiple sources.
● Developing Claims and Using Evidence SS.IS.5.3-5: Develop claims using evidence from multiple sources to answer

essential questions.
● Communicating Conclusions SS.IS.6.3-5: Construct and critique arguments and explanations using reasoning,

examples, and details from multiple sources.
● Critiquing Conclusions SS.IS.7.3-5: Identify a range of local problems and some ways in which people are trying to

address these problems.
● Taking Informed Action SS.IS.8.3-5: Use listening, consensus building, and voting procedures to decide on and take

action in their classroom and school.

Civic Standards
● Civic and Political Institutions SS.CV.1.3: Describe ways in which interactions among families, workplaces, voluntary

organizations, and government benefit communities.
● Civic and Political Institutions SS.CV.2.3: Explain how groups of people make rules to create responsibilities and protect

freedoms.
● Participation and Deliberation: Applying Civic Virtues and Democratic Processes SS.CV.3.3: Compare procedures for

making decisions in the classroom, school and community.
● Processes, Rules and Laws SS.CV.4.3: Describe how people have tried to improve their communities over time.

Geography Standards
● Geographic Representations: Spatial Views of the World SS.G.1.3: Locate major landforms and bodies of water on a

map or other representation.
● Human-Environment Interaction: Place, Regions and Culture SS.G.2.3: Compare how people modify and adapt to the

environment and culture in our community to other places.
● Global Interconnections: Changing Spatial Patterns SS.G.3.3: Show how consumption of products connects people to

distant places.

Economics and Financial Literacy Standards
● Economic Decision Making SS.EC.1.3: Compare the goods and services that people in the local community produce

and those that are produced in other communities.
● Exchange and Markets SS.EC. 2.3: Generate examples of the goods and services that governments provide.
● Financial Literacy SS.EC.FL.3.3: Describe the role of banks and other financial institutions in an economy.
● Financial Literacy SS.EC.FL. 4.3: Explain that when people borrow, they receive something of value now and agree to

repay the lender over time.

History Standards
● Change, Continuity and Context SS.H.1.3: Create and use a chronological sequence of events.
● Perspectives SS.H.2.3: Describe how significant people, events, and developments have shaped their own community

and region.
● Historical Sources and Evidence SS.H.3.3: Identify artifacts and documents as either primary or secondary sources of

historical data from which historical accounts are constructed.
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